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The chief purncse of this publication is to distribute informaticn cn aero- 
nautics to the fiyiz.e versenne’. in the Reguiar Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and othe1s connecved with aviavion. 

-- -C0o--— 


SEPARATE PROMOTICN LIST FOR AIR CORPS 


Three bills were introduced in this session of Congress for the purpose of 
creating a separate premotion list for officers of the Army Air Corns. 

§. 2595, introduced in baa Serate on danuary 16th by Senater Robinson, of 
Arkansas, provides tor tae establishment of an Atv C.res vvemetion list upon 
which ali fir Geips officers bie the grade of brigedicr general shall be ar- 
ranged ameag thimselves in the following manner: 

i. aut oflicors of the Air ~~ as ot “aly 1, 1927, shall be placed on 
the Air Crro. »niemution jist in the same reletive positions which they occupy 
on the single perometion aist. 

2. #1 ctficers commissioned in the A‘tr Corps after July 1, 1927, shall be 
placed on the Air Corns promtion list according to iength of commissioned ser- 
vice. 

Promotion to the grade of lst Lieutenant shall be made after three years of 
commissioned service; te the grade ci Carmtain aster seven years! commissioned 
service; to the grade cf Wajcr aftcr twelve years’ commiss"oncd service; to the 
grade of Lieutenant- Colonel after eighteen years! couwmissiuned service; and to 
the grade of sanparge after twenvy five vears? commissione2 service. 

The mumber of Air Corps efficers in the grade of Celoncl shail be not less 
than 4 nor mure than $ percecntum and the munbor in the grade of Lieutenant- 
Colunel shall be not less than 5 ner more than 7? per cenvun of the total number 
of Air Corgs efficers on the Air Corps yvomcticn List. The aggregate mumber of 
Air Corps cfficers in the grades of Colonel, Grensenant--Co1enel and Major shajl 
be not less than 26 nor more than 40 per cantum of the said total number of Air 
Corps officers. In so’far as necessary to maintain celd minimum, Air Corps of- 
ficers of less than required years of cormissitned service shall be promoted to 
the grades of Colonel, Lieutenant-(Coicnei and ifeirzr, aad oniy in so far as their 
promotion will not cause said maxirmn of 40 per contum sto be exceeded shall offi- 
cers who have completed twelve years' service be promoted to the grace of Major. 

The bill further provides that Air Corns officers may, woon their sw re- 
quest or at the discretion of the President, be transferved in grade to the re- 
tired list after thirty years! commissioned service. Each year of baker; ser~ 
vice shall be computed as two years of ccmmissioned service, and such officers 
shail be retired in grade upon reaching the age of 54 years unless service in 
the grade of general officer by detail, in which case he shall be retired upon 
expiration of such detail. The pay and allowances of such retired officers 
shall te 75 percentum of all their pay immediately prior to retirement. 

It is explained in the bill that the words "flying service" shall be com 
Sidered as meaning commissioned service during which participation in regular 
and frequent aerial flights has been, is, or may be required by competent or- 
ders, and shall include any period of iliness or hosnitalization, or leave of 
absence wich is both preceded and followed by actual flying service. 

H.R. 9366, introduced in the House of Representatives on January 16th by 
Repre yaoenetiws Dickstein, of New York, is a similar bill to §&. 2595. 

H.R. 12199, introduced in the House of Representatives March 19th by Repre- 
sentative Furlow, is in most respects similar to Senator Robinson its bill, viz: 
the mmber of years! service required for promotion to the resnective grades; 
the limitation upon the percentage of cfficers in the grades of Colonel, Lieut.~ 
Colonel and Major; the computation of each year of flying service as two years 
of active service, and the retirement age. 

The bill differs from §. 2595 in the following respects: 

1. That the Secretary of War shall cause to be prenared an Air Corps pro- 
motion list upon which shall be placed the names of all Air Gorps officers of 
the Regular Army below the grade of Cvlonel. 

2. When an officer of the Air Coros has served SO years cither as an 
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officer or soldier he shall, if he make application therefor to the President, 
be retired: from active service and placed upon the retired list. 

3. Officers of the Air Corns who become physically disqualified for all 
types of flying shall be eligible for retirement. 

2K 2 2 2k a Ok 2 2 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, who at this writing is in Washington and 
who is having a busy time taking up various members of Congress for sight- 
seeing trips over the Capital City, was invited by the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee and the House Military Affairs Committee to anpear before each regard. 
ing aviation matters, particularly conditions affecting the flying personnel. 

Colonel Lindbergh's statement.on March 2lst before the Military Affairs 
Committees of both the Senate and the House was as follovs: 

"Upon your invitation I am annearing before this committee to make some 
general observations with regard to Army Air Corps personnel. It is my under- 
standing that there are under consideration in Congress legislative nronosals 
intended to increase the efficiency of the Army Air Corps and directly affect- 
ing the commissioned personnel of that important branch. 

na letter to Congressman Furlow I stated, 'I am earnestly in favor of 
any legislation that will give to the officers of the Army Air Corps rank and 
pay that are just compensation for the service rendered and the risk connected 
with the service. It is clear that this condition does not now exist.! 

It is obvious that rank should be an emblem of command and resnonsibility 
as well as a reward for service. It has been my observation that officers of 
the Army Air Corps in many cases have rank quite junior to that expected in 
the positions they hold. Active military flying is today essentially a young 
man's occupation and this means that special considerations enter the problem of 
securing the maximum benefit from the limited years of active flying service. 
The rate of promotion is thus influenced. 

Military flying will always be hazardous. Many of the safety factors that 
apply to commercial aviation must, in war planes, give way to speed, greater 
fire power, larger bomb loads and other desirable military characteristics. 
Combat will require decidedly different maneuvers from commercial flying. Cas- 
ualties among military flying personnel are consequently relatively high. This 
great rate of attrition requires special consideration in providing replace- 
ments. If a flying officer meets his death the vacancy should be filled by an 
Air Corps officer of equal experience. . 

Military missions require skill and entail danger that.call for pilots of 
umsual qualities. Adequate reward is necessary to attract and hold the type 
of officer needed. Esnecially is this true in the present stage of the rapid 
growth of the aeronautic industry which doubtless will offer attractive connec- 
tions to exnerienced pilots and adninistrators. It is discouraging for an of- 
ficer to remain too long in a junior grade - several have already sought civil 
positions. Undoubtedly morale would de greatly enhanced if officers could see 
a brighter future in the service. 

I believe our Air Forces should constitute a first line of defense - they 
must be ready to take the initiative when danger threatens our nation - there 
may be no time ¥ormitted for preparation. Efficiency will be gained by proper 
peace time provisions to care for the personnel. The exnectancy of life for 
the flying officer is far less.than in other occupations, the rate of attrition 
is high, the strain on the physical resistance from combat flying is excessive, 
the period of greatest flying efficiency is limited, resnonsibilities of air 
officers are heavy, promotion for a large proportion appears to have stagnated,- 
‘these observations have led me to believe the problem of the air officers is 
‘special and requires consideration by itself." 








It is understood that hearings before the Congressional Military Affairs 
Committees on legislation affecting the Air Corps will be held at a later date 
this session. saa 

" ---900--- 


IMIROVEMENTS AT MAXWELL FIELD, ALABAMA 


Many changes have been noted at Maxwell Field for the first two months of 
this year. The new barracks building is about two-thirds completed; the new 
noncommissioned officers' quarters will be ready for occupancy in a short time; 
the main road has been widened and prover drainage provided. The State of 
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Alabama has furnished young trees for planting on the Pest. 
---000--- 


CLAIMS RECORD TIME FOR SINGLE SEATERS 


Lieut. Thomas D. White, Air Corps, at the present time on duty in Pekin, 
China, studying the ways of the inhabitants of the Celestial Empire, particular- 
ly their language, claims that he has the mast time for single seaters for the 
year in the Air Corps. No one will care to dispute Liout. Thite'c claim, since 
the single seaters he refers to are ginrikishas. 

Seriously, however, Lieut. White manages to secure his flying time regular- 
ly, going to Hsin Ho, where the Marines under General Butler are stationed, for 
that purpose. The Marines have a cormosite squadron of about 20 ships at this 
base, comprising Amphibians, DH's anc PY-9's. Lieut. Thite speaks in glowing 
terms of his treatment by the Marines and characterizes them as a fine bunch 
wno are much in sympathy with the Air Corns. 

In addition to Chinese, Lieut. White is also studying the Russian language. 

---000--- 


LANGLEY FIELD AIRMEN FLY TO SOUTHERN CITIZS 


A squadron formation of five LB-5 airplanes of the 20th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, with ten officers and 14 enlisted men, departed February 25th from Langley 
Field, Va., to Atlanta, Ga., on a cross-country navigation and training mission. 
At the interrediate stoo, Pone Field, the formation was refucled within one and 
one-half hours aftcr landing. 

When a flving wire cnapped, the second to break on the same side of the 
fuselage within an hour, end Lieut. Ward J. Davies sclected a field and landed, 
which happened to be near Starr, §.C. The engineering airplane also landed. The 
flying wires were taxen to Anderson, $.C., where they were welded. Lieut. 
Davies, followed by the cnsinecring nlane, departed for Atlanta at 5:10 p.m., 
and upon arrival there they rejoined the formation about 15 minutes after dark. 

' That 4 iscit paraciute flares were dropped by a three-plane formation engaged 
ina night bombing mission. According to renort, these flares created consicer- 
able caveat on the part of the spectators, and this »robably accounted for the 
crowds that swarmed on the field the followin; dny. That the interest was 
favorable to aviation is evidez:ced by the fact that local commercial aviators 
stated that they had a record Cay carrying passengers on sightseeing flights. 

On the return flight from Atlanta to Langley Field, end Lieut. F.F. Fair 
was forced to land at Rock Hill, S.C., because of motor trouble. Lieut. Fair, 
accompanied by the Engineering airplane, arrived at Langley Field the follow- 
ing day. 

A four-ship cross-country mission, led by the Comaanding Officer of the 
49th Bombardment Soundron, departed from Langley Field for Augusta, Ga., on 
February 25th. The flicht going and returning was made without incident except 
for one forced landins, due to notor trouble,at Williamston, N.C. 

The pilot of the incapacitated airolane telephoned Langley Field that a new 
motor was required. The following: day at 12:90 o'clock, an NBS-1 arrived at 
Williamston with threc mechanics and with a new motor swung in the bomb bay of 
the airplane. The old motor was removed and crated, the new motor was uncrated 
er installed, and the incapacitated airplane was ready to resume its flight at 

2:15 p.m. on the following day. 

---000--— 


AT-4 AIRPLANE MAKES GOOD SHOWING AT ADVANCED SCHOOL. 


The 43rd Squadron at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, was very busy of late putting planes in condition for the next class of 
cadets coming from the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field. The last class at 
Kelly Field did sore remarkable flying in the pursuit planes, not having a seri- 
Our accident. The AT-4's have stood the strain ofa very severe test in the 
Schooling of a class of student flyers. Most of the planes have been flown 200 
hours or more and are good for another 100 hours before being ready for major 
Overhaul. 
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FLYING TRAINING ACTIVITIES AT MARCH FIELD 


February ended the first four months of training for the November, 1927, 
Flying Cadet Class at March Field, Riverside, Calif. Academic instruction cover 
ing tne four months was comleted well within the time allotted by the schedule, 
Flying instruction is within the maximum and minimum time limits as set by 
schedule. The majority of the Flying Cadet class have advanced to that stage of 
flying where they are ready to start transition flying on the DE type airplane, 
thereby making the PT's available for the instruction of the March, 1928, class 
of Flying Cadets. 

Enrollec in the March class are 104 Flying: Cacets, of which 97 are from 
civil life and 7 from enlisted status, Regular Army. The old class. of cadcts 
are enjoying themselves very mach these days with their air of superiority and 
are rapidly making soldiers out of the new class. 

The new Cadet class is housed in pyramid tents, as no barrack room is 
available. Our Correspondent states that the Flying Cadet uniform has been 
issued to the new class with the exce tion of the pants, which the Quartermaster 
claims will be received sometime in the near future after airnlane engines and 
hangar construction material are unloaded off of them in the transnort which is 
now docked at San Francisco. With that part of the uniform which the new class 
possesses they present the apnearance of a band of Igorotes on dress parade. 

The Flight Surgeons ani Orientator Board have been enjoying themselves very 
much since the arrival of the sew dass. The results of their tests have not 


been comilec yet, but it is probable that a few of the would-be military 
pilots will fell by the wayside before ever aes arting on their flying training. 
---0o00--- 


ARMY AIRMEN ATTEND OPINTNG OF AIRPORT AT HOUSTON, TEXAS 


As the euests of the Houston Chamber of Commerce, 36 officers and 20 en- 
listed men flew to Houston, Texas, March 2nd to attend the opening of the new 
Municinal Airport at that city. The croun, in flights of three planes, took 
off from Yelly Field, Texas, at 9:00 a.m., and arrivec at Houston at 1:00 p.m. 

me forsal opening of the Airnort conswred the remainder of the afternoon. 
Lieuts. Iuther Smith, Earl Periridge and Y.H. Taylor put on an exhibition of 
acrobatics in the Curtiss AT-4's. Following that they demonstrated to the as- 
embled crowd the method of attacking a low flying "Attack" flight. Th 
students of Brooks Field took orf for home during the:afternodn, having flow 
to Houston as a final training cross-country vefore completing the Primary 
School course. Kelly Field was thus left alone to open the airport. 

The evening was marked by a dinner at the Warwick and an informal dance. 
Speech making was strangely absent during the dinner hour, and this fact con- 
tributed to the enjoyment of the affair. 

On Saturday morning a number of the more arbitious pilots crawled out of 
bed and hailed a bus to the airdrome. Low clouds, which at times became fog, 
prevented everyone bei Major Tinker, Lieuts. Partridge and Taylor from taking 
off, and of these Major Tinker and Lieut. Txylor turned back a short distance 
from the flying field. Later in the cay a number of pilots took off under low 
clouds and succeeded in reaching Kelly Field just before dark. 

On Sunday morning the weather had cleared sufficiently to allow everyone 
to leave, and the entire group reached San Antonio about noon. 

-~--000--- 


DEATH OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM M. RANDOLPH / 


Friends of Captain William M. Randolph will be grieved to learn of his 
death recently in an airplane crash. Captain Randolnh flew to Gorman, Texas, 
in an AT-4 on February 15th. Late on the 17th he took off for the return trip, 
and in turning down wind the ship fell off and dived into the ground. He died 
on the way to a local hospital. 

Captain Randolph revorted to Kelly Field on July 11, 1927, and was annoint- 
ed Adjutant the month following. He had teen an active pilot Ba until the time 
of his death, going on mumerous cross-country trips as well as performing a 
great amount of miscellaneous flying. 
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ENLISTED FLYERS IN THE AIR CORPS. 
among the enlistea nersvnicl of tho ‘rmy Air Corps there are 42 men who 
y. hold flying ratings, 23 being qualified Airplane Pilots, 11 Junior Airplane 
So ver Pilots, 6 Airship Pilots and 2 Junior Airship Pilots. All but one of these en- 
tule listed flzers are noncommissioned officers, 15 being Master Serfeants, 8 
: fechnicel Sergoants, 10 Stari Scregcants, 5 Sergeants and 3 Cormorals. The lone 
“2 of exception is a Flying Cadet who, while holding a commission as 2nd Lieutenant 
ane in the Air Corns Reserve by virtue of graduating from the Acvanced Flying 
wis School, Kelly Field, Texcs, is boing rotained on active duty on Cadet status. 
Of duborcst is the fect tuet.éll. these. son - held commissions in the Air 
‘ cor.6 2eservag; Jas Cuztasas, 7 as First iicuvenants and 32 as Second Lieuten- 
f ants. With resnect to.pay, these men are accorded the same privileges as com 
nd missioned pilots, receiving in addition to their regular pay and allowances, an 
additional 50% of their base pay for performing duty involving flying. 
The 42 enlisted flyers of the Army Air Corps are listed below, as follows: 
Nare Rank Rating Reserve Ranlx 
ister Bennett, Wi. J. Master Sergeant Jr. Airship Pilot end Lieutenant 
nd Biesiot, Peter Master Sergeant Airmlane Pilot end Lieutenant 
1 igs Bishop, Joseph H. Master Sergeant Jr. Airship Pilot ena Lieutenant 
ass Brown, Olin Master Sergeant Airship Pilot end Lieutenant 
Fowler, Thomas J. Master Sergeant Airplane Pilot lst Lieutenant 
very Gamble, Albert C. Mastcr Sergeant Airship Pilot end Lieutenant 
t Grant, Joe Master Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Johnston, nglas Master Sergeant Jr. Airplane Filot end Lieutenant 
er Kelly, Fred Master Sereeant Airmlane Pilot lst Lieutenant 
Kolinski, Chester W. Mastor Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
McConnell, Wm. H. Master Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Wendell, Ezra F. Master Sergeant Airplane Pilot Captain 
O'Briant, Conrad L. “faster Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
- Smink, Stewart C. Master Sergcant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
W Wallace, Bernard Master Sergeant Airnlane Pilot 2nd Lieutenant 
| Colby, Chester F. Tech. Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
m. Devis, Samel J. Tech. Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
on. Ertwine, Boyd R. Tech. Sgt. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Lee, James A. Tech. Sergeant Airplane Pilot Caytain 
S- Miller, Arvin E. Tech. Sergeant Airship Pilot end Licutenant 
Newcomb, Byron xX. Staff Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenants 
n Short, Ronald H. Tech. Sergeant Airship Pilot & J&P end Lieutenant 
Smith, Carlton P. Tech. Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Wells, Leslie L. Tech. Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Craine, James H. Staff Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
- Guile, Cecil B. Staff Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Haynes, Orvil W. Staff Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot lst Licutenant 
q Pierce, Fred I. taff Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Rosenberger, W.S. Staff Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
3 Samson, Samel J. Staff Sergeant Airvlane Pilot end Lieutenant 
J Turner, Samel H. Staff Sergeant Airplane Pilot Ist Lieutenant 
Ww Tyler, Fred 0. Staff Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Wiggs, George A. Staff Sergeant Airplane Pilot lst Lieutenant 
Brown, Edward A. Sergeant Airplane Pilot lst Lieutenant 
DeWald, Robert M. Sergeant Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Ellis, Lyman R. Sergeant Jr. Airplane Pilot lst Lieutenant 
Gibson, Harry P. Sergeant Airplane Pilot Cantain 
Murray, Joseph fF. Sergeant Airship Pilot and Lieutenart 
Fisher, Harold B. Corporal Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Lewis, Harry C. Corporal Airplane Pilot end Lieutenant 
Riherd, Maurice B. Corporal Jr. Airplane Pilot 2nd Lieutenant 
P, Richardson, James C. Cadet Airship Pilot end Lieutenant 
d ~--000--- 
nt- AIRCRAFT EXPOSITION AT SAN FRALCISCO 
me 4 
Tie first annual Western Aircraft Show will be staged at Mills Field, San 
Francisco's minicipal airport, April 11-15, under the auspices of the Junior 
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Chamber of Commerce. There will be no charge for exhivit space and the public 
will be admitted free of charge to all the program events. 

The show procram will include day and night aircraft exhibits and flights 
at Mills Field, airport conferences, an aviation tall at the Palace Hotel, band 
concerts, and the projection of the motion pisture "History of Aviation", shov- 
ing the nrogress of aviation during the past 25 years. 

---000--- 


SECRETARY DAVISON AND GENERAL FECHET VISIT FORT CROCKETT 


En route to the Panama Canal Zone by air, Assistant Secretary of War 
F. Trutee Davison, and Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of Air Corps, visit- 
ed at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Toxas, for two days. They arrived in two 
Arphibian planes, piloted by Cantain Ira C. Eater ani lst Lieut. M.S.Fairchild. 
Engine trouble and bad weather neccssitated this two days& delay at Fort 
Crockett. During the visit at Galveston they were entertained by the officers 
of the Third Attack Group and by representatives of the Galveston Chamber of 
Commerce. 

---Qe0--- 


YOUNG AMERICA ANXIOUS TO LEARN TO FLY 


Abundant testimony to substantiate the fact that interest in aviation 
among the young men of this country is growing ty leaps and bounds lies in the 
fact that thus far a total of over 1100 apnlications have been received by the 
Air Corps for permission to take the examination on Aprii 10th for appointment 
as Flying Cadet in the Army Air Corps. LIxaninations will be held at the various 
fields and stations throxhout the United States as well as in the Insular 

ossessions. 

Applications continue to come in at such a rate that it is not unlikely 
that the number of young men wno will take the examination on April 10th will 
reachrapproximately 1400. The cxisting facilities at the two Air Corps Primary 
plying Schools (Brooks Field, Texas, and March Field, Calif.) are such that 
not more than 110 new students can be accommodated at each one. This wealth 
jn the number of apnlications should insure the Air Corns receiving a high 
class of young men as stucent material. 

Aoplications have becn received from every State in the Union, also from 
Panama, Hawaii and the Philippises. The State of California leads in the num- 
ber of apnlicants. 

---000--- 


NAVY PRAISES AIR CORPS COCPERATIO? 


In a recent issue of the Ners Letter issued Dy the Bureau of Acronautics, 
Navy Devartment, there apyvears an item concerning the activities of the 
Aircraft Squadrons, Asiatic Fleet, as follows: 

"All pilots have been making nicht flichts. The Squadron's parachutes 
were taken to Camp Nichols and given drop tests and functioned perfectly. 
Another exammle of the fine cooperation which is received from the Army Air 
Corns is shown here. In this instance they furnished transvortation toth ways 
petween the dock and the flying field for the chutes, and furnished planes and 
personnel to do the testing. Six hours time was required for an otherwise 
three day undertaking." 

---000--- 


MSS OF AIR CORPS BANDS DESIGNATED 


In connection with the organization of air Corps bands at Kelly Field, 
Texas; Chamute Field, Ill., and France Field, Panama Canal Zone, under authority 
of the five-year Air Corps " expansion program, the War Devartment recently an- 
nounced the designation of these three bands, as follows: 

The band at Kelly Field will ve kmowm as the "Air Corps Training Center 
Band"; ‘the one at Chanute Field as the "Air Corps Technical School Band"; and 
the one at Franve Field as the "6th Composite Group Band, Air Corps." These 
units may be administered, messed and supplied as vrovided for resimental bands. 
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THE SECOND OBSERVATION SQUADRON GOES TO WAR 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


"Sixteen hours on a coal men's barge, 
Yo, ho, ho, and a battle with crunmts." 


With all due apologies to John Silver, we have to rearrange his famous 
song. But why anologize at this late date when, right at the time, we were 
all so thoroughly in accord with Sherman's version of war that the mere men- 
tion of an apology would have brought forth a burst of oaths and expletives 
nardly up to present day censorship standards and only too reminiscent of the 
140 and 8" days. 

But we did survive those 16 long hours on the barge and finally chugged 
our way through the md to a landing at Orani, Bataan, thirty miles from home 
(note the famous Q. M. gait $ MPH). Prior to this trip, not so many of us had 
ever ventured quite so far from our tronical island retreat, and we can't see 
yet just why we had to leave this time, unless it was on account of that mimic 
war over there that we had heard so mech about. 

Anyway, there we were, bag and boggage; located ourselves in the foot-hig 
stubble of an unworked rice paddy and in two hours! time had a complete camp in 
operation, wires strung for electric lights, fire in the field range and the 
aroma of coffee, slum and stewed prunes assailing the nostrils with just enough 
strength to tantalize ani disorganize the mental faculties into one jumble of 
questions which could all be surmed up in "when do we eat?" 

Following five full days of work, fun, and getting acquainted with the 
home guard, preparations were started for the trip homeward. The work during 
these five days consisted of pitting the Amphibians through their paces for a 
total of 357 hours; servicing and keeping them in condition; hauling supplies, 
and performing the usual carp police. The fun, of course, resolved itself 
into an endless round of carrying in casualties - oh, yes, we suffered a few, 
such as sunstroke, seasickness, homesiclimess, headaches, and the sad drowning 
of the Grande twins. For lack of water, the picturesque September Morn acts, 
in a bucket, could be frequently observed behind the tents. 

Came the end of the fifth day and with it the news that the Red Army had 
had its. hide so thoroughly tanned by the Blues that it was hightailing it at 
high speed for points north. Of course, we don't know who the Reds were or 
why the Blues wanted to lick 'em and, further, just how badly they got licked. 
But if the Philippine Division administered a walloping to those Reds of the 
same caliber as that which their Rear Echelon (yes, that's us) gave to Gen. 
Nedra and his henchmen at Orani, we're sorry for those Reds, twice over. 

With the war over, we were routed out at four o'clock the morning of the 
sixth day and, not unlike the Arab, folded our tents, but here we nut one over 
on the Arab, for we noisily stole away - didn't have to sneak out. By 7:00 
a.m. we were aboard our good ship, the coal barge, and we were steaming °* ... 
toward the Rock with that hard to describe feeling of mingled sadness and 
gladness. The camp as a whole proved a real, wholesome relief and diversion 
from the usual humdrum routine of garrison life and there were few, indeed, who 
would not have gladly remained for another month. 

~-~000--- 


WE HEAR FROM THE BOSTON, MASS. ATRPORT 


An enlisted man of the Air Corps,on duty at the Boston Airnort, addressed 
the following letter to the Editor: 

"This station heretofore has not contributed news or information of any 
kind to the News Letter. We like to read it, and through it keen posted on ac- 
tivities and as to what is going on at other air stations, and we have come to 
the conclusion that some news and information from here may be of irterest to 
other readers. 

For those who have never been in this part of the country, and others who 
perhaps have never heard of Boston Airport, it may be good for them to know that 
the government does maintain a flying field at Boston, with Regular Army Air 
Corps personnel,'tho not many.' The principal reason for this station is the 
training’ theReserves, this comprising 75% of the work here. 

The Airport is located east of Boston inner harbor at Jeffries Point, East 
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Boston, about two miles southeast of Boston Navy Yard, and onthe onposite: side 
of the harbor from the lst Corps Area Headquarters 

The field, that is the landing: area, is Tee shaped with stem running North- 
west by Southeast, and cross of the Tee or cross bar running Northeast by South- 
west. Both runways are about 1600 fect long and about 300 feet wide. The 
entire landing surface is covered with black cinders and very good for landing 
most any ship. The field is surrounded by water on three sides. The other 
(west side) is connected with the mainland. Approaches are excellent from all 
sides, as.toward the Cit; no buildings are nearer than one-half mile. 

- there is no question but that this Air Station is the most ideally located 
air field in the country. The center of Boston can be reached within fifteen 
mimtes by street car or subway, and the only thing needed to make this the 
best flying field in the country is to syend some money to enlarge the field 
and to move hancars and buildings from the center of the field to one side of 
it. 

The Reeular Army has two hangars, office and operations building, with an 
extension made into quarters for enlisted men. Another smaller building is 
used for washing and bathing purnoses. These buildings, aside from the hangars, 
were built by Army personnel on duty here from salvaged material obtained from 
yarious Army pos id near here The buildings so erected are not elaborate, but 
they are fairly good and confortable. 

The personnel on duty here consist of two officers and eleven enlisted men, 
the latter being members cf the lst Observation Squadron, Mitchel Field, on de- 
tached service here. The cquipment at the present time consists of one old 
wooden DH4B, one 02 Mail plane, _ Vousht (which is being repaired), three 
PT-1's and one Curtiss A-3. The 1-3 is assigmed fcr use of the Commanding 
General, lst Corps Arca, who stad. ane during the flood y;oriod in New England 
has flown over 50 hours and, from ne General's idea of travelins, he no doubt 
will pile up some rlying time during the spring and summer months, as he 
emphasizes the fact that Lis Satan0. travel will be by the air route, hence 
the A-3. This nlane was ferricd from Wright Field to Boston by our lew com- 
manding officer, lst Lieut. Doiald G. Duke, who took command of the post on 
March 14th, relieving Captain Horace N: Heisen, transferred to Fort Crockett. 
Lieut. Dake has been on duty here since Fevruary 25th, when he reported from 
leave. Of course, ve hated to see Captain Ucisen leave, and we will miss him 
for a while, which is always the case when.one of our officers packs up. 

Fi, being a Californian and not a Polar Bear, we just carnot blame him for 
seeking the sunshine of Texas. However, Due is with us and, from all indica- 
tions, will perk here for some time to come, as he will like Boston and will 
like the work incident t». the progress and upbuilding of the Airport, providing 
he obtains the necessary assistance. He is a fine officer, and if the change 
had to occur we are certainly furtunate to get-Licvt. Due as our C.0. Here is 
hoping he is allotted some money to work on, then tring on your trans-Atlantic 
cruisers and seid them out from here. 

Licut. Cobvd, our Supply and Engincerins Officer, made a trip to Mitchel 
yesterday in the 02, bringing Avbassador Aloxander P. Moore of Peru back to 
Boston in the front seat (not the mail samguctannt) . He made the return trip 
jn 100 minutes, which is not such bad time for an old 02. Anyhow the Spanish 
Gentleman, Mr. Moore - at loast he was Ambassador to Spain at one time - was. 
so pleased with the trip that he insisted on addressing Lieut. Cobb as Colonel. 
Rapid promotion, Dick, and when you ferry the next official we hope it is the 
President. 

Qur Air Officer, Centain Ford, returned from Fairfield last Monday, bring- 
ins us a PT-l. It was badly needed, and we are hoping for more and better ships, 
as there are, in addition to our two assigned officers, five other Air Corps 
officers attached for flying, and from 20 to 30 Reserve officers are flying from 
the Airport. This station during the winter months averaged 95 hours flying per 
month, During the summer months we will average 210 neuen flying per month. On 
this basis we need ships, and plonty of then. 

Now that the S-4 is in dry-dock, and they are still hunting for the English 
flyers, there is not mich more to say at the present timo, excepting that it is 
noted that W.R. Hearst is planning a flight from Boston to Honolulu ina 
dirigible." 
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4IR CORPS PARTICIPATION IN PHILIPPINE DIVISIONAL MANEDVERS-- . 
By the “ews Letter..cCorresvondent 


The Philippine Divisional Maneuvers are finished for-this year, and Flight 
"BY, end Observation Squadron, Camp Nichols, is no longer at war. We starte? 
out auspiciously on Friday the 13th of Jamuary with five pilots (Captain Wils:n 
Lieuts. Wells, Chauncey, Weoster and Perrin) and two observers (Captains Howart. 
and Wheeler), together with 25 enlisted men, all making the trip from Camp 
Nichols to Clark Field, Camo Stotsenburg, by means of five DH's, one Garford 
¢ruck, and three trips of the newly accuired Dovglas Transport. 

Soon we learned that the white hat bands designated the umpires for the war 
game about to start, and were apparently for the purpose of giving them immunity 
to the imaginary ammnition of the troops forming the blue army, as well as that 
of the hypothetical forces of our noble red (not Bolshevik) army to whose ser- 
vice we were assigned. Eight of these umpires were given flights in DH's over 
the exnected battle area, pointing out to them the positions of the blue army 
camps and the advantages of aerial observation, and then in the afternoon dis- 
tributed to the armies in the ficld 200 copies of the morning papers donated by 
"Manila Bulletin". 

Our real observation work started at daybreak Saturday morning, a few min-~ 
utes before six o'clock. The regular schedule from then on until the blue army 
pursued our valiant, but outmmbered, imaginary red forces back to the very 
gates of Camp Stotsenburg, was to koep an observation plane constantly on duty 
from daybreak to noon each day. One very good feature of this was that it was 
required to stop at noon every day, and on Sunda; it actually stopped at about 
ten o'clock, so that there wore very few missions in the afternoon, except to 
peddle our newspaners. 

Captain Usher, Air Officer on the Red General's (General Holbrook) Staff, 
with his efficient management of the ground picimps and liaison work, etc., and 
the exceptionally good observation work of our aerial. observers, seemed to make 
a very favorable impression. We made very little use of radio communication, 
since the dropped messages were so much more satisfactory in practically all 
respects, being completely secret and not liable to errors in transmission or 
transcribing. Some of the pickup positions were not any toc easy, but the 
dropping was very satisfactory. When we came to deliver our last message we 
found the radio truck of our Red Headquarters already on the move, so we 
circled low, and as the truck stopped, swooped down and Captain Howard tossed 
the message bag right into the hands of the man who had alighted from the truck. 

The war was mostly rapid procession, as it was impossible for the troops 
to deploy without damage to the young rice crops, which we all know become very 
valuatle indeed when destroyed by any governmental agency. The Cavalry, de to 
its superior mobility and to its efforts to camouflage itself whenever our air- 
planes approached, provided the most interosting and uncertain element of the 
maneuvers. All in all, it was a very enjoyabie war, though no objections were ~ 
heard when we were released on Wednesday morning, and moved our headquarters 
back to Camp Nichols. All the officers returned for the "critique" which was 
held at Camp Stotsenburg on Friday the 20th, and several went up again for the 
division review and insnection the following day. 

We are now hard at work getting ready for aerial gunnery, bombing, etc. 

---000--~ 


MARCH FIELD A POFULAR STATION 


Approximately 100 aynlicants for enlistment at March Field, Riverside, 
Calif., were turned away disapoointed during the months of December, Jamary 
and February last, not because they were unable to pass the required examina- 
tion, but for the sole reason that every organization on the Post was over 


- authorized strength and recruiting for this station had been suspended. 


The reason for this condition is obvious to anyone who is familiar with 
southern California. They can understand why March Field, immediately upon 
its re-opening as a Flying School, became one of the most ropular Army posts 
in the United States. There are several factors | which aceccunt for this popu- 
larity. The famous southern California climate Should te considered as one, and 
not the least in importance. Bright sunshiny days in the swmer months, with 
cool invigorating nights. In the winter months ver ieee rainy spells of short 
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duration, followed by several weeks of balmy sunshine which cause all vegetable, 
to grow remarkably fast. 

_ .d& graphic. illustration of the difference in temperature between noon and 
midnight in the summer months is found in the fact that the wearing of either 
the cotton or woolen uniform is authorized. For, while during the day the 
lightest type of clothing is sufficient, before the sun sets in the evening a 
cool west breeze springs up from off.the ocean, and the thermometer drops so 
rapidly that by the time darkness falls a coat is needed. 

March Field is located in a valley surrounded by mountains. These mountains 
are capped with snow during the winter months which greatly enhances their 
scenic beauty. In-and around these mountains are splendid locations for camp- 
ing, hunting and fishing. : 

It is possible to drive in two or three hours from the green verdure cover. 
ed valley with a springlike temperature, up into the winterish atmosphere and 
‘snow covered terrain of the mountain peaks. Most of the main traveled mountain 

roads are kept open all winter, snow plows being. used when necessary. 

Situated within a few hours' ride by automobile of a half dosen cities of 

_ over thirty thousand population, there is ample opportunity for recreation. 
Less than seventy miles distant are several Pacific Beach Resorts, ideal places 
. to spend week ends and holidays. Los Angeles, the third largest city,in the 
United States, is only 65 miles away. 

‘Probably no other Arny Post in the. world offers so many or such varied 
opportunities for recreation as March Field. No wonder the announcement of its 
re-opening. was met with an avalanche of applications for transfer and for 
special assignment to this new California ncst. 

- R.N. Peckham in "The Service News". 
---000--- 


ANOTHER LOWER OF FEE ONG AHESL LADDING CLUB 


Lieut. Charles T. Myers, Air Corps, caused a flurry of excitement at 
Brooks Field, Texas, on the morning of March 15th, when he appeared over the 
field with a DH4-iM2-T ship with half of the landing gear folded up due to a 
faulty fitting. Ambulances were rushed to his aid when he landed, but the 
landing was executed so neatly that the shin was practically undamaged, 
even though one wheel was completely gone. 

---000--- 


PROGRESS OF NEW FLYING CLASS AT BROOKS FIELD 
The new. class of flying students which reported at the Primary Flying 
School at Brooks Field, Texas, March lst last, as now in the preliminary 
stages of training. The class consists of 19 officers of the Regular Army, 
1 Mexican Army officer, 103 Flying Cadets, 1 Staff Sergeant, and one Sergeant 
of the Peruvian Arny. 
~--000--- 


QUICK PHCTOGRAPHIC WORK BY AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


The 6th Photographic Section, Air Corps, stationed at Camp Nichols, 
Rizal, P.I., recently gave a demonstration of the speed at which photographic 
work is capable of being performed. During the Philippine Division Maneuvers 
a photographic plane took off from Camp Nichols at 11:00 a.m,, in charge of 
Lieut. George ¥. Goddard, Air Corps. The plane was flow to the locality 
where the maneuvers took place and pictures were taken covering am area of 
40 square miles. This necessitated the taking of several hundred photographs. 

After mapping this scene from the air, the plane returned to Camp Nichols 
where the individual photographs were developed and printed during the balance 
of the afternoon. ‘The enlisted men of the 6th Photo Section sacrificed pleas- 
ures and sleep in order to mimtely fit the different pictures into one 
complete mosaic. As a result of their efforts, a large composite map was de- 
livered to the Philippine Department Air Officer before 10: 00 a.m. the next 
day. The entire operation from the time of leaving the air ficld until deli- 
very was made totalled less than 24 hours. The men of the 6th Photo Section 
call it a feather in their collective and individual hats. 
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NATIONAL GUARD AIR ACTIVITIES 


28th Division Air Service, Phila., Pa. 

The building of permanent quarters is about to be started at the Philadel- 
phia Airport. Through the efforts of Major Ovens ahout $20,000 has been appro- 
priated, and he has the assurance of another $100,000 to complete the work. 
Philadelphia should have one of the finest National Guard fields and buildings 
in this country when it is conipleted. 








\ 
lst Division, Air Service, Birminzhan; Ala. 


The 106th Observation Squadron, Alabama National Guard, is located at 
Roberts Field, Birmingham, Alebama. The field ig established on a 25-year lease 
basis, owning its ovm hangars, shops, and an administration and complete 
photographic building. 
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» and it has had at all times a contimal waiting 
list. Ideal weather in this section permits flying practically every day in the 
year. Between July lst and February [st last, the Squadron accumlated a total 
flying time of 1067 hours, this desnite the fact that since September the equip. 


ment consisted of only two PT-l's. Tvo 0O-l1's were recently received, and a 
third one is due shortly. 


32nd Division Air Service, Detroit, Michigan. 





The 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard, is planning an 
exhibit for the All-American Aircraft Show, to be held in Detroit, April 14th 
to 2lst. The Squadron also plans to take nart in a huge aerial parade over the 
city, to be staged by approximately 40 planes on the opening day of the shov. 

The airport situation in Detroit is no less serious today than it was five 
years ago, and no nearer any practical solution. Detroit, the so-called center 
of the aircraft industry, has ne airnort facilities other than the Ford Airport 
and a small corner of a city park, which is generously reserved for the Guard 
squadron until such time as the long-talked of airport vecomes a reality. 

The 107th Souadron is, however, very fortunate in having a first class 
field and accommodations at Camp Grayling, where the Division goes into camp for 
14 days in August. 


36th Division Air Service, Houston, Toxas. 





Looking over the Airmort on March 2nd one would have supposed that here 
was located the Air Corps Flying Schools. Some 125 airnlanes, of which 106 tere 
Air Corps DH's, 02's, 0-6's, P-l's, AT-4's and Martin Bombers were assembled 
here to assist in the formal opening of the Houston Airport. These planes can 
from Kelly Field, Brooks Field, Fort Sam Houston and Fort Crockett. It is esti- 
mated that nearly 10,000 people visited the Airport during the day to watch the 
maneuvers and to inspoct the aircraft. 


41st Division Air Service, Snokane, Wash. 





Jugust 6th next will mark the fourth anniversary of the Federal recognition 
of Spokane's air unit. ‘The progress of the squadron in its 34 years of life is, 
jndeed, satisfactory. 

The Spokane airdrome is one of the best natural airdromes in the country. 
It is approximately 1-1/8 miles long, three-quarters of a mile wide at its 
widest points and 800 feet at its narrowest point, providing ample landing facil; 
ities from all quarters of the compass. It has an excentional sub-soil, with 
natural drainage that makes landing practical under the most adverse Weather 
conditions, Since the smadron!s organization there has not been a month in 
which it has not been possible to make the recuired flights. 

Licut. C.V. Haynes, Regular Arny Instructor, has teen directly responsible 
for the Squadron's record in the matter of training. His entimsiasm, intimate 
knowledge of training requirements, ani unfeigned interest in the progress of 
the Squadron has made training for officers and enlisted men alike a live in- 
terest and not a matter of routine. This has been in turn of immense benefit 
to the spirit of the orgenization as a whole, and every min takes pride in 
being a member of the outfit. <Amons the activities of the enlisted men may be 
mentioned the »roject of a Squadron band, an idea of their own which they are 
largely workin;: out themselves. 

The recent graduation of Staff Set. R.B. Williams and 2nd Lt. Edward Porte 
from Srooks Field will give the Squadron tro more pilots. 


43rd Division Air Service, Hartford, Conn. 





\ 


By flying the Squadron's second 0-11 from Buffalo to Hartford in an hour 
and fifty mimutes, Lieut. "Hod" Eller, Regular Army instructor to the 43ré¢, 
beat the record, we believe, claimed by Licut. "Dutch" Shankle, instructor to 
the 26th Division. "Hod" paid for his fast ride with a frozen tip of his nose 
and a couple of nipped cheeks. 
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The 48rd Division Air Service plans to go "on its own" at camp this summor 
instead of csoing to some of the Regular Army fields. <A field near Niantic, Conn. 
has been selected as the 'drome, and from this field the outfit will cooperate 
sith the lanc forces of the C.4.G. 


45th Division Air Service, Denver, Colorado. 





On Fetruary 26th Colorado celebrated the nassing of the first railroad 
train through the Moffat tunnel, niercinz the continental divice under James 
Teal. It is not too rmcn to say that the two nilots who flew TT's over East 
portal were particularly daring. Captain Goss and Lieut. Kearns with a nevws- 
naner reporter and a yhotographer as passengers fought the orange winged ships 
to an altitude of 12,000 feet above sca level and over peaks and canyons that 
made flying anything but pleasant. It was the wilcest two hours that both 
vilots have spent for a long time. 


38tn Division Air Service, Indiananolis, Ind. 





The new lighting system recently installed at Stout Field, which cénsists— 
of one 18 nillion candle power rotating beacon and threo 4 million candle power 
flood lights, was civen a trvout on the nicht of March 8th. Governor Jackson 
of Indiana and General Wm. H. Kershner, Adjutant General of the State, were 
present for this initial test. The lights proved to be adequate for night 
flying. 

Two new 0O-1l1's have heen received and they have been put to good use when 
weather conditions pemnitted. 

~--000--- 


AIR CORPS OFFICERS DSSIGNATED AS STUDENTS AT GENERAL SERVICE SCHOOLS 


The following-named officers of the Army Air Corps were designated by the 
War Devartment recently as studerts at the Command and General Staff School, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for the 1928-1929 two-year course: 
Major George H. Brett Major Harrison H.C. Richards 
Major Arnold N. Krogstad Major noy 5. Brown 
lst Lieut. Charles 3. Austin 
All of these officers are at »resent staticned at Langley Field, Va., 
Majors Brett, Krogstad ond Richards Ddeing students at the Air Corms Tactical 
School and Lieut. Austin an instructor thereat. 
The following-named officers of the Arny Air Corps were designated as stu- 
dents at the Command and General Staff School for the 1928-1929 one-year course: 
Major Frank M. Andrews Major Junius W. Jones 
Major John F. Curry Mejor Martin F. Scanlon 
Major Robert L. Walsh 
These officers are also stationed at Langley Field, Va., and are students 
at the Air Corps Tactical School. Their orders require them to report to the 
Commandant of the General Service Schools, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, between 
August 22 and September 5, 1928. 
erent Oienaniee 


DROWNED MAN LOCATED BY ATRPLANS 


The assistance rendered by two airmen from Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., 
enabled a quick recovery to be mede of the body of a man who was drowned in 
Chesapeake Bay. The search via airplane was made by Master Sergeant Stewart C. 
Smink, Air Corps, vilot, and Cantain Willis R. Slaughter, Ordnance Devartment 
(flying status). After locatin: the body from the air, prompt report was made 


to the authorities of the United States Veterans Bureau hospital at Perry Point, 


Mad. The medical officer in charge of this institution addressed the following 
communication to the Cormandinz; Officer of Aterdeen Proving Ground, Md.:; 

"I wish to express my sincere apnreciation of the excellent services 
rendered by your aviators in locating the body of Mr. William M. Lauharn on the 
afternoon of March 7th, 1928. 

While our men had scarched diligently for a number of hours, it was only 
after the receipt of the report of your officers that our men were successful." 
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AIRSHIPS SEARCH FOR MISSING NAVY FLYERS 


‘Both of the airships at Langley Field, Hampton, Va., were recently flown 
daily on special order missions, cooverating with Army and Navy heavier-than-air 
craft in searching for three Naval flyers (Commander T.E. Ellyson, Lieut.-(om- 
mander Hugh Schmidt and Lieut. Rogers Ransehousen) and an amphibian plane, 
believed to have fallen into Chesapeake Bay while en route to Annapolis, Md., 
from the Naval fir Station at Hampton Roads, Va. The plane had left the Naval 
Air Station at 2:00 a.m. on February 27th, but failed to reach its destination, 
An immediate alarm was broadcasted and the various air units at Langley Field 
responded, conducting an extensive aerial search for the missing flyers. 

This project was undertaken despite the most adverse weather conditions for 
airships, very high winds prevailing most of the week, which necessitated the 
use of every available man in the 19th Airship Company for the handling of the 
ships on the ground. The two shins, up to March 9th, made 14 flights fora 
total aircraft time of over 50 hours. Each ship carried from six to nine obser- 
vers. The total mumber of observers' hours was over 360. Wo trace of the 
flyers or their plane was found, and practically all hope for their safety has 
been abandoned. 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Colonel Chalmers G. Hall, unon completion of course 
of instruction at Army War College, to Chamcte Field, Ill. for duty. 

end Lieut. Archibald Y. Smitn from Scott Field, Ill. to Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. 

lst Lieut. Alfred W. Marriner, Crissy Field, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Major John C. McDonnell, Irs. 3rd Corps Area, Baltimore, Md., to duty 
in Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, about June 1, 1928. 

Captain Arthur W. Brock, now at Advanced School, Kelly Field, to Crissy 
Field, Calif. for temoorary duty to about Sept. 28th, then to Philippines. 

lst Lieut. Barney McK. Giles from Wright Field to March Field. 

Major Jenner Y. Chisum, Air Corns Procurement District, San Francisco, 
Calif., to Materiel Division, Vright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Major Archie W. Barry, Scott Field, to San Francisco;: Calif., for duty as 
Air Corps Procirement Planning Representative, San Francisco District. 

lst Lieut. James G. Taylor, March Field, to Wright Field, Ohio, not later 
than June 3Oth. 

_. Following officers to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, for duty, 
reporting between Avsust 20th ard 30th: 

Captain Ray A. Dunn from Fairfield, Ohio, Air Denot. 

Captain Romeyn B. Hough, Hqrs. 6th Corps Area, Chicago, Ill. 

lst Lieut. Edvard H. Wood, Fort Crockett, Texes. 

Upon relief from duty in Hawaiian Department, lst Lieut. Harold A.McGinnis 
to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington. 

lst Lieut. Harvey H. Holland, Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to 
Brooks Field for duty. 

end Lieut. Charles E. Caldwell, Mitchel Field, to Wright Field, Ohio, June 
25th for cuty as student Air Corps Engineering School. 

end Lieut. Herbert K. Baisley from temporary duty New York University and 
from duty at Scott Field, Ill., to Wright Field for duty as student at the 
Air Corps Engineering School. 

2nd Lieuts. Sheldon B. Edwards, Scott Field, and Leslie P. Holcomb, Langley 
Field, to sail from New York about June 50th for Hawaiian Department. 

Captain Calvin BE. Giffin from Air Depot, Rockwell Field, to sail from San 
Francisco about July 2lst for Hawaiian Department. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, lst Lieut. Cecil E. 
Archer to Wright Field; }st Lieut. Robert D. Moor to Selfridge Field, Mich.; 
and 2nd Lieut. Balter L. Wheeler to March Field, WValif. 

Major Leo A. Walton to March Field upon completion of tour of duty in the 
Philippines. 

lst Lieut. Gerald E. Ballard to Middletown Air Depot upon relief from duty 
in Panama Canal Zone. 
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lst Lieut. Wm. H. Bloakley, Aberdcen Proving Ground, Md., and lst Licut. 
Ernest BE. Harmon, Office Chief of Air Corms, to Panama Canal Zone, sailing 
goout July leth. 
Erig. General Frank Pp. Lahm to Army and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, 
Ark., for observation and treatment. 
ist Lieut. Robert T. Zane to Selfridge Field, Mich., upon completion of 
,our Of service in Panama Canal Zone. 
lst Lieut. Guy Kirkse:y from Langley Field, Va., to Office Chief of Air 
Corps, June 30th. 
lst Lieut. Cornelius BE. O'Connor, Marshall Field, Kansas, tokMarcH Field. 
Major Thomas J. Eanley from duty in Office, Assistant Secretary of War, to 
port Leavenworth, Kansas, between Aug. 22nd and September Sth, for duty as 
student for 1926-1929 two-year course at General Service Schools. 
Promotions: lst Lieut. Edwin E. Aldrin to Captain, March 6, 1928. 
end Lieut. Alden R. Crawford to Ist Lt., Feb. 24, 1928. 
end Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe to lst Lieut., Feb. 26, 1928. 
end Lieut. David M. Schlatter to lst Liout., March 6, 1928. 
end Lieut. Charles T. Myers, Jr. to lst Lieut. March 6, 1928. 
Details to the Air Corps, and to Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, for 
training, commencing July 1, 1923: 








Captain Hugh D. Adair, Infantry. end Lieut. Mark K. Lewis, F.A. 
end Licut. Joseph B. Daugherty, Infantry 2nd Lieut. Douglas B. Smith, Inf. 
end Lieut. Guy 3. Henderson, Infantry end Lieut. Roscoe G.MacDonald, Inf. 


Major Leo G. Heffernan designated Asst. Commandant, Air Corps Technical 
School, Chanute Field, I1ll., vice Capt. Floyd E. Galloway, relieved. 
Orders assigning lst Licut. Willis R. Taylor from Crissy Field to Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, revoked. 
lst Lieut. LeRoy M. Wolfe detailed with Organized Reserves, 5th Corps 
Area, and assigned with 546th Service Squadron in addition to his other duties. 
---000--- 


AERIAL DEMONSTRATIONS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Residents of Washington will soon have an opvortunity of witnessing 
several Air Corps demonstrations in the heart of the city, thus making it un- 
necessary togo to Bolling Field for that purpose. On April 16th, 23rd and 
30th the Army Air Corps will stage aerial demonstrations late in the afternoon 
over the White House Ellipse. Army Air Corps flying personnel on duty at 
Bolling Field will participate in the demonstrations on April 15th and cédrd. 

On April 30th the demonstration will consist of a formation flight of 
the lst Pursuit Group, which is stationed at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
The Group, which will then be en route from Langley Ficld, Va., to Bolling 
Field, for the purpose of later participating in the Air Coros demonstrations 
to be given at the various Army Service Schools in this country, will take 
off from Bolling Field at 4:35 p.m., and maneuver over the Ellipse for a 
period of twenty mimites. 

These three demonstrations will form part of the tentative schedule for 
a number of public military exhibitions arranged by the War Devartment between 
the dates of April 13th and June 15th, to be held at the Momument Grounds and 
the Polo Grounds, and in which the various branches of the military service 
in the vicinity of Washington will participate. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., March 10th. 





Weather conditions continue to be monotonous for sunshine but ideal for 
flying. The usual cross-country flights within the 500-mile radius are made 
over the week ends. 

last week the Director of Flying Instruction, Captain Orlo H. Quim, had 
a very serious automobile accident when he collided with a street car. Captain 
Quinn's condition was very serious for several days but is now thought to be on 
the road to recovery. 

On March 10th a formation of DH's, commanded by Major Harmon, with Lieut.- 
Governor Fitts of California, who represented the Governor, as passenger, flew 
to Blythe, California, for the official opening of the bridge across the 
Colorado River. 

A total of eight PT-3's were received at the field and assembled. These 
airplanes arrived without engines, wheels, priming pumps, and a few other inci- 
dental items necessary for their proper functioning. Nine JP-A engines were 
received at the field and 15 more are on the U.S.A.Transport KENOWIS and will 
be received about the end of the month. Practically all DH4M-1 airplanes on 
the Field have been changed to dual control. ‘The second phase of flying train- 
ing for the old class commenced March 12th, this requiring the use of the DH 
airplanes. 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 





The course in "Aerial Experience" beghe fiven to officers of the Cavalry 
School has been resumed. Things were unuSually dull after this work was dis- 
continued due to the cold weatner, but now they are with us sgain and, in 
spite of the new tables of organization and other changes which we have under- 
gone, we can enjoy the experiences of "The Rough Riders" in the air. We are 
proud to say that we have caused the Cavalrymin to add a necessary article to 
his First Aid Equipment, especially when he rides in the Transport. This con- 
venient article is nothing more than an ordinary water bucket. 

Lieut. James Daniels, Air Reserve, who for the past six months has been 
in the Fitzsimons General Hospital suffering from injuries sustained in a crash 
while carrying the President's mail, returned to. Marshal] Field to take the ex- 
amination for a co:mission in she Regular Army. He was cranted thirty days 
sick leave and will spend the remainder of his leave visiting friends and rela- 
tives in New Mexico. Lieut. Daniels expects to be discharged from the 
hospital within a month after he returns from his leave. 

The Air Corps enlisted men's bowling team of this field won first place 
in the Post enlisted men's league. Thirty-four games were won and eleven were 
lost during the season, with an average of 1&2 pins per man for each game. The 
high individual average for the season was 171, which was made by Master Sgt. 
Abe Ruef of the 16th Obs. Squadron. Two Air Corps men were chosen for the 
post team. 

Four reconditioned Douzlas 02's were recently sent to this field from 
Fairfield and two new Douglas 02's were brought in from Santa Monica Feb. 25th 
and 27th, Lieut.’Dallas and Captain Giffen ferrying the two last named ships. 

Lieut. Harvey F. Dyer, Air Corps, recently visited friends in and around 
Fort Riley recently. Lieut. Dyer was transferred from this field to Brooks 
Field last June. I guess that's "Nuf Ced" about Harvey. A more detailed 
account of his visit may be found elsewhere in the News Letter. Lieut. Harvey 
keeps his correspondents pretty busy. 

Lieut. Charles T. Skow returned to this station February 10th from Kelly 
Field, where he completed the training in Observation. 


Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., March 9th. 





The Engineering and Cost Offices have veen moved from the Headquarters 
Building to new quarters in a small office building between the Motor Repair and 
Hangar "J". The officers who have been stationed at Rockwell Field no doubt re- 
member the "Canteen". This is the building which was converted into the 
Engineering and Cost Office Bualding. The "Canteen" restaurant has moved fur- 
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ther down the field to the old Post Zxchange building. The offices formerly 
occupied by the Information Officer, Engineering and-Cost Officer have been re- 
decorated, laid with new lineoleum, and are now occupied by the Commanding 
Officer, Adjutant and Chief Clerk. 

Lieut. B.R. Dallas, Air Corps, was taken via airplane on February 24th 
to the Douglas plant at Santa Monica where he obtained a Douglas O2-H, deliver- 
ing same to Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. From that point he proceeded 
via rail to Mitchel Field, New York, for the purpose of receiving a Loening 
amphibian for the Rockwell Air Depot. He returned March 9th. 

Captain C.E. Giffin was taken via airolane to the Douglas plant at Santa 
Monica where he took delivery on a Douglas 02-H plene, ferrying same to Marshall 


Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, returning to Rockwell Field via rail. 


At the present writing Lieut.-Colonel F. J. Behr, Insyector General, 9th 
Corps Area, is at this Depot making the annual inspection. 


18th Pursuit Group, Schofield Barracks, T.H., March 5th. 





Buring the month of February, Wheeler Field was blessed with very good 
weather, resulting in an increase in aerial activities. 

Staff Sgts. King and Simms of the 7Oth Service Squadron, March Field, 
Calif., were temporarily attached to the 18th Pursuit Group in February for 
the purpose of installing the Visual Inspection System. 

Major Clarence L. Young, of the Denartment of Commerce, arrived in 
Honolulu on February 9th for the purpose of making a survey of the airport 
facilities in the Hawaiian Islands. On the following day the Fokker C-2 made 
an airways trip to Hilo, carrying Major Young and members of the Territorial 
Aeronautical Commission. While at Hilo the new airport was dedicated with 
appropriate ceremonies. The above airport has a hard coral surface and is 
250 fect by 1,000 feet in area. The new brakes recently installed on the 
Fokker came in handy. On Fetruary llth and 13th the landing fields on the 
Island of Molokai and Lanai were visited by the same party. 

On February 2drd the Fokker C2, with Lieut. Griffith as pilot, made a 
trip to the Island of Kauai for the yurpose of enabling the Devartment Command- 
er of the American Legion and four rembers to attend a meeting of that organi- 
zation at Lihuc, Kauai. The return trip was made the next day. A short wave 
set was installed in the Fokker by Lieut. Frost, our radio expert, and is 
functioning perfectly. 

On March 8th the 18th Pursuit Group lost two of its most popular officers, 
when Captain C. V. Finter and Lieut. Don F. Stace departed for their new sta- 
tions on the mainland. We sincerely hope we will receive some officer replace- 
ments soon as the 0.D. roster is getting mighty slim. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, March rd. 





Major Millard F. Harmon, Commanding Officer of March Field, California, 
was a recent visitor at this Devot, arriving here Tebruary 23rd in an O2-C from 
Post Field, Oklahoma, and leaving here on the 25th in a DH, returning to his 
station. . 

Several of the officers of this Depot made a cross-country to Houston, 
Texas, March 2nd, to attend the dedication ceremonies at the Houston airport on 
the invitation of the City of Houston, the Houston Chamber of Commerce, the 
S6th Division Air Corps (Texas National Guard) and the Houston Airport Corp. 

Second Lieut. P.C. Wright, Air Corps Reserve, of San Antonio, is availing 
himself of a month's instructioning and training at this Devot on inactive duty 
Status, beginning February 2Oth. 

Lieut. Harry A. Halverson returned to duty February 2lst from a period of 
illness since February Sth, having been in the Station Hospital at Fort Sam 
Houston since the 14th. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., February 29th. 





During January and February the field was visited by flyers from all parts 
of the country. The following ships were serviced: 8 Waco's, 2 Stinson- 
Detroiters, 2 Eagle Rocks, 1 Travel-Air and Sikorsky S-29. The Sikorsky was 
piloted by Lieut. Roscoe Turner (Reserve) and had as passengers Mrs. Turner and 
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two mechanics. Lieut. Cushman, in a Marine Corps Curtiss Purshit Ship, stoppeq 
off enroute San Diego to Quantico. 

On February 17th, 18th and 19th Maxwell Field was visited by Colonel W.u, 
Noble, Major Henry C. Pratt, Major John M. Brooks and Ist Lieut. George A, 
McHenry, who composed the Board charged with the selection of a suitable site 
for the Attack Wing. This location is being considered along with several 
other places. The Chamber of Commerce entertained the Board and officers of 
this post at luncheon on the 17th, and Major and Mrs. Weaver had luncheon at 
their quarters for them on the 18th. 

During the past two months the Squadron furnished ships for tow-target work 
and maneuvers with the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga. Two 0-2's were. 
flown to Dayton for major overhaul and replaced by new ones. An 0-2, piloted 
by Lieut. M.E. Gross, 4.C., went to Jacksonville, Fla., to ferry the Hon. James 
J. Davis, Secretary of Agriculture, on an inspection trip to Lakeland and 
Clearwater, Florida. 

Lieuts. NL. Cote and Reuben Kyle, Jr. were sent to Fort Bragg, N.C. for 
a course in observation of Artillery fire. 

Three ships were sent to Macon, Ga., to participate in the opening of the 
airport there, and later five ships from the Squadron were present at the open- 
ing of the Airport at Tampa, Florida. One of the pilots on the return trip 
reported on the phone as having a "bang up" time. ‘Three ships were also sent 
to St. Petersburg, Fla., to attend the dedication of the Municipal Field at 
that city. Other cross-ccuntry trips were made to Monroe, La.; Jackson, Miss.; 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Holly Hill, S.C. and Birmingham, Ala. 

The 4th Photo Section completed a mosaic of the machine gun range at Fort 
Benning, Ga., and also mosaics of sites near Montgomery and Shreveport, La., to 
be used in cornection with the Attack Wing location. The Photo Section has also 
carried on several high altitude tests of cameras and equipment. Technical Sgt. 
Fischer joined the Section from the Photo School at Chanute, where he has been 
an instructor. 

Captain Robt. J. Platt, Medical Corps, reported here from Brooks Field for 
duty. 

Our new Corps Area Commander, Major-General Richmond P. Davis, paid us a 
short visit February 23rd and made an informal inspection of the Post. The 
officers of the post entertained at a dinner at the Montgomery Country Club 
honoring General Davis. 

Examination was held the latter part of February for commission in the 
Air Corps, Regular Army, and the following applicants appeared before the Board: 
Lieuts. D.D. Arnoid, R.C. Ashiey, H.H. Hunter, L.P. Turner, WS. Doxey and F.W. 
Ott, all Air Corps Reserve officers, and Technical Sergeant R.E.L. Choate, eed 
Observation Squadron, also Mr. W.A. McArthur of New Orleans. 

The weather, as per usual, has been very mild, so mich so that the officers 
of the post enjoyed tennis and golf almost the entire winter. 

It was just learned that Lieut. R.C. McDonald, of the Philippines, who was 
formerly stationed here, is to return in the Spring. 


Langley Field, Hampton, Va., March 9th. 





49th Bombardment Squadron: The training carried out by this organization 
during February resulted in 146 hours and 35 mimtes flying time on cross-country 
night flying, navigation, formation, bombing, transvorting supplies, ferrying 
ana* gunnery missions. The total number of missions was 188. 

Lack of tools, supplies and equipment handicapped the engineering depart- 
ment of this squadron which has six NBS-1 airplanes to keep in commission. In 
spite of this, however, the six NBS-l's are kept in commission the greater por 
tion of the time. During the month eight new motors were installed. 

During February 278 forty-pound bombs were dropped. Excellent work was 
gone by gunners using camera guns from Martin Bombers against attacking pursuit 
aircraft. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: During the past week this organization had a 
total of 87 hours and 50 mimtes in 77 flights. Missions accomplished were 
cross-country, navigation, test and patrol. 

On February 25th a formation of five airplanes departed for Hartford, Conn. 
on a cross-country navigation and training flight. 

A total of 248 hours and 25 mimtes was flown by this organization during 
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February. 

Sergeant Davies, recently from the Islands, relieved Sergeant: Mendel as 
lst Sergeant of the Squadron. The latter will leave for foreign duty in the 
near future. 

19th Airship Company: Off to a good start during the first. week of Feb- 
ruary, this organization finished the month with a total of about 122 ship 
hours and 875 man hours. 

With the coming of the first month of Spring, the topic of conversation 
around the barracks has turned to baseball and the prosnects of the company on 
the diamond this year. end Lieut. U.G. Ent, former West Point first sacker, 
will coach the team, and with a wealth of new material and the veterans of 
last year's team still in the fold, we will not be content with anything but 
a clean sweep of the schedule. New uniforms and equipment arrived and the 
uniforms are without doubt the niftiest that can be obtained. 





Langley Field, Hampton, Va., March 15th. 





96th Bombardment Squadron: The 96th Bombardment Squadron had a total of 
37 hours aircraft time on 102 flights. Patrol, test, day formation bombing, 
night bombing and miscellaneous missions were performed. 

On March 4th four airvlanes participated in night bombing. A large bon 
fire was used successfully as a target. 

Instruction and record bombing, which was delayed due to the intervention 
of the Pee Dee River bridge bombing project, will start March 12th and continue 
until completed. 

Supply Sergeant Wilbur R. Porwning, who in addition to his other qualifi- 
gations ranks as a star on the taseball team, was discharged March 7th but re- 
enlisted. Sergeant Srowning will spend two months with his parents in North 
Carolina. It is hoped he will return in time to start the baseball season 
with the rest of the team. 

19th Airship Company; Thcre were no special missions scheduled for the 
past week except on March 6th-when the TC-10-254, piloted by Lieut.-Colonel 
Ira F. Fravel, Commanding Officer, Middletown Air Depot, made a training patrol 
flight. 

On Tuesday afternoon the Commany had as guests the soccer team and a num- 
ber of the crew of the ROMA, pride of the Italian Merchant Fleet. After an 
inspection of the hangar and ships, the @ompany and the visitors were enter- 
tained by perhaps the prettiest game of soccer ever seen on the Peninsula. The 
gaze was fast and hard fought throughout, as the final score 3 to 3 indicates. 








. The 19th started the scoring after about five minutes of nlay, but the visitors 


came right back and evened the count, booting a fast one through the clever 
defense of Steets, Langley's goal tender. The scoring alternated throughout 
the remainder of the game. Preceding the game, members of the 19th Team were 
accorded the honors paid to a victorious team in Italy when a bouquet of 
flowers was presented. Following the game the 19th Team were the guests of the 
ROMA team at a banquet aboard the ROMA. 

Sergeant Hastings recently graduated from the Radio Mechanics Course of the 
Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, Ill., returning to the Company on 
March 4th. Sergeant Hastings has mach ynraise for the school and its instruc- 
tors but says he is glad to be back "home". "They may wander away, but they 
always come bacl:." 


Headquarters Philipnine Department, Manila, P.I., February 8th. 





Devartment Air Office: Major W.EB. Duty, Department Air Officer, was slated 
to depart on the Transport sailing February 15th for three months' temporary 
duty in Japan with a Japanese Pursuit Group. Mrs. Duty and daughter are also 
leaving on same transport for a vacation in the United States with the parents 
of Mrs. Duty. 

Major W.G. Kilner, in addition to his duties as Commanding Officer of Camp 
Nichols and the 4th Composite Group, will act as Department Air Officer during 
the temporary absence of Major Duty. y 

Headquarters 4th Comosite Group: On the 18th of the month Captain Dudley 
B. Howard assumed comaand of this organization, Captain Wm. D. Wheeler being 
relieved. Some of the members of the organization have taken advantage of 15 
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day's detached service at Baguio this last month. Judging from their express- 
ions and by what we have heard, their trin was worth while. The “short timers" 
are figuring their days of tropical service and seem quite pleased with the re. 
sults, as the Transport THOMAS is scheduled to sail for the home land on or 
about February 15th. 

66th Service Squadron: Capt. George L. Usher, Squadron Commander, return- 
ed on the 19th from detached service as Division Air Corps Commander, Red 
Forces, at the Division Maneuvers held at Camp Stotsenburg Jan. llth to 19th, 
Lieut. Harold 2. Wells, Squadron Mess Officer, also participated in the Division 
Maneuvers from January 13th to 19th. ) 

Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, Squadron Adjutant, was on detached service at Camp 
John Hay, Baguio, P.I., since Jan. 14th. During the absence of the Squadron of- 
ficers, Lieut. David G. Lingle assumed command of the Squadron. True to forn, 
Friday, the 13th, proved to be an unlucky day for Lieut. Lingle and salvage day 
for Flight "B", end Obs. Squadron. Set. Lyman L. Littlejohn happened to be a 
passenger in plane No. 7 that particular morning. The motor quit just after 
the take-off for a reconnaissance, and Lieut. Lingle stuck a wing in the ground 
rather than tunnel through the hospital building, and got down without injury to 
himself or passenger. 

A well is being dug in the squadron area for use in watering the lawns dur- 
ing the dry season. 

Private Thomas Blans passed the required examination and was rated 2nd Class 
Air Mechanic, Rigger. 

Thirteen short timers are due to return to the States on the last trip of 
the THOMAS. We wish them luck at their new stations. 

A number of men on special duty with the Philispine Air Depot were replaced 
by civilian employees. 

Sth Photo Section: Work on remodeling the interior of the Photographic 
Section building was completed and the Section is ready to start its training 
program, which is as follows; 

General photographic work necessary in a base photographic laboratory. 

General photographic work necessary in a portable field laboratory, work- 
ing under tropical conditions. This portable field laboratory will be set up 
several miles from Camp Nichols. The exposed aerial films will be delivered to 
the field laboratory in parachutes. 

Instructions in speed work, quantity production, and mosaic-making will be 
given to the men of the Section. 

Philippine Air Depot, Riz-l, P.I.: The work of the Chinese skilled labor 
in the Engineering Department of the Depot has received most favorable comment; 
especially in the woodworking, metal working and fabric departments and in the 
dope and paint shops. Work of this nature among the Canton Chinese is heredit- 
ary, and it is a matter of pride to maintain the high standards established by 
family tradition. 

Colonel Herron, Chief of Staff of the Devartment Commander, accompanied by 
Mrs. Herron, Mrs. Herron's mother and several other ladies, visited the Depot 
recently. Particular interest was expressed in the work of the Parachute TDe- 
partment. The effective landscape gardening and floral display surrounding the 
Depot was also greatly admired. 

General Dumont, French Military Attache at Washington, visited the Depot 
recently during his short stay in Manila. ‘The amount and variety of stock in 
the Depot warehouses always seems to impress military men who are not entirely 
conversant with duties required of Air Corps troops in addition to shelter tent 
pitching and close order drill. 

Captain Whitesides, the Depot Commander, returned from a recent overnight 
trip to Mindoro, where he inspected the aviation gasoline and oil storage facili- 
ties at San Jose. Apparently everything was found satisfactory, including the 
Mindoro venison and sea food. : 

The Depot Engineering Department is speeding up work on reconditioning 12 
engines with a view to maximum production in the next four months. A new invert- 
ed Liberty 12 test blowk is also being installed. 











Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg; Pammanga, P.I. 





The main topic of interest, discussion and effort during January was the 
annual record machine gun firing held during February. With all the sights 
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_ checked and re-checked and the guns working more or less smoothly, there has been 
a consistent improvement in the average score of all pilots during Jamary. The 


scores for the squadron for one morning's firing ranged from 38 hits out of 50 
rounds to 47 out of 50 rounds on the ground targets, shich indicates that the 
3rd Pursuit Squadron should turn out a high percentage of machine gun experts. 
Bombing scores and sccres on the tow target have averaged fair with considerable 
room for improvement, especialiy on the tow target which contimes to be some- 
wnat elusive. 

Three more of our officers received orders for stations in the United 
states, Lieuts. McMullen and Schulgen going to the Engineering School at Wright 
Field and Lieut. Crawford to Selfridge Field. 

An interesting cross-country week end trip was made by Lieuts. McMullen, 
Wolfe, Carr and Schulgen, and Sgts. Hukill and Pryor to San Jose, Mindoro. A 
sugar central is located at San Jose, and the pilots were given an opportunity 
to see it in full operation. The officers brought back as souvenirs of the 
trip two monkeys and several dozen hermit crabs. Lieuts. McMullen and K.B. 
Wolfe assume the responsibility for the monkeys, which have behaved themselves 
to date. Knowing monkeys, however, we are skeptical. 

Clark Field lost one of its 2nd Lieutenants last week when Lieut. P.W. 
Wolf received his vromotion to the grade of lst Lieut. The event was made the 
occasion for a squadron narty and much rejoicing. 

The new PW-9C's arrived on the last boat and will be in the air next week. 
The additional planes will permit us to put all of our ten pilots in the air 
at one time in squadron formation and to carry out squadron tactical training 
using three flights of three planes each. 

The Group Maneuvers are scheduled to start February 6th, and we anticipate 
some interesting problems with the 28th Bombardment Squadron. 

Mrs. Finn is returning to the United States on the February Transport to 
make her home in Washington, D.C. The entire squadron wishes her good luck 
and happiness wherever she may be. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills , Corregidor Island. 





Kindley Field and the 2nd Observation Squadron were heavy losers in the 
personnel gamé this month. The 20th saw the departure of Caytain E.=. Adler, our 
Commanding Officer, whose tour in these parts expired on February 14th. Captain 
and Mrs. Adler at this writing are enjoying a few days at Baguio, trying for the 
elusive hole in one and limbering up in general for the three or four months 
tour of Europe, with Washington, D.C., as their ultimate destination, he having 
peen assigned to duty in the Office of the Chief of Air Corps. The warmest re- 
gards and best wishes of the entire. comand for his contimed health and success 
go with him. ? 

It was with no little regret that we ‘reluctantly said farewell to Lieut. 
James A. Mollison, who was transferred to Camm Nichols on the 6th,. Twenty months! 
service at this station has tended to make this nopular officer a seemingly per- 
manent fixture, with the result that his departure leaves a gap in the ranks very 
difficult to fill. 

With the departure of Cantain Adler, the Field and Squadron came under the 
capable wing of lst Licut. Vincent J. Meloy, #ho for the past few months has been 
functioning as organization supply officer, Agent Quartermaster, Mess Officer and 
Athletic Officer. Though his position is difficult, due to a very depleted offi- 
cer personnel, he is assured of the wholehearted support and loyalty of commis- 
Sioned anc enlisted personnel alike. 

Lolling back in a swivel chair, and behind a sign which~proclaims him to the 
world as Organization Supply Officer, Agent Quartermaster anc Mess Officer, Lt. 
F.I. Patrick is wearing a smile of »erpetual contentment in the thoughts of 
nothing to do from now on, he having inherited these duties when Lieut. Meloy 
assumed command. 

Other changes in Post and,Squadron duties during the month included another 
move from nothing to do to still less, with a helper to do it. Witness another 
smile of contentment from Lieut. J.P. Hodges, our Station Supply Officer, who is 
now boasting a mltitude of titles, in addition to the aforementioned soft snap, 
viz: Operations Officer, Communications Officer, Taforuation Officer, Intelligence 
Officer, Librarian and Schools Officer. 
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Week end guests during the month included. Mejor-end Mrs. wks! Doty-.,_ Depart. 
ment Air Officer; Cantain and Mrs. L.P. Hickey, Bieut. and Mrs. Nartenstein of , 
Camp Nichols; Lieut. and Mrs. E.B. Bobzien of Clark Field, and Commander Lloyg 
Lewis, U.S. Navy. 

Supported by a crutch and with one foot gingerly suspended in mid-air, Cent, 
lyle C. White, our erstwhile Flight Surgeon, is again on the job smearing lodire 
administering salts, etc., after a month's confinement to hospital and quarters 
with a well busted axxle. "Doc" has long been notorious for his ability to 
dangle a bum 609 before the eyes of a pilot as a penalty for refusing a hop, ang 
getting all he wanted, but it seems that he has become so accustomed to having a 
pilot on said hops that he cannot even hop across a ditch himself. In other 
words, he took off on a non-stop across a ditch at Camp Nichols, in an exnert 
manner, but made a bed landing - in the bottom of it - with the result that his 
landing gear was so badly shattered that he had to be nlaced in the hands of his 
colleagues at Sternberg General Hospital, Manila, for the aforesaid major repairs, 


Brooxs Field, San Antonio, Texas, March 20th. 





The Class of November 1, 1927, started advanced training on service type 
ships. It consists of 52 graduates of the Primary Flying Course. 

A new Standard b.F. fire truck arrived from Camp Holabird, Md., and will 
be put to immediate use to supplant the former equipment which was inadequate. 

the ladies of the San Antonio Air Corps Training Center Women's Club were 
hostesses at a dance given in the Officersi' Club at Brooks Field on the evening 
of March 16th. Many guests were present from local miljtary stations, and Mr. 
Don Galvan, the orchestra leader in a local theatre, delighted the cormany with 
syncopated banjo wriations. , 


San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, March 2drd. 





The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired at the 
San Antonio Air Depot during February: Airplanes - 3 DH-4M@1, 1 DH-4M-1T, 

1 DE-4M-2 , 4 DH-4M-2&, 4 PT-1, 1 MNBS-1, 1 Pl-A, 1 P1-B, 2 02-C, 1 O2-M, total 
19; Engines - 75 Liberty, 46 Wright-E, total 121. 

Lieut. H.A. Halverson is availing himself of a month's leave of absence 
from this Depot, starting March 12th. ; 

Captain Vernon L. Burge, of Mitchel Field, comleted a tour of termorary 
duty at this Depot March. 12th, having been engaged in a study of Depot work and 
problems since February 7th. He left here on 15 days! leave of absence prior 
to returning to his home station. 

end Lieut. P.C. Wright, Air Corps: Reserve, of San Antonio, completed on 
March 19th a month's tour of instruction and training at this Depot on inactive 
status. . ia: ; 

Mr. Robert J. Neff, Junior Electrical Engineer, of the Air Corps Materiel 
Division,.Wright Field, has been on temporary duty at this Depot in connection 
with Ruggles Orientator work since March 13th. 

Mr. Horace C. Rodgers, Inspector, of the Air Corps Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, who was on temporary duty at this Depot, beginning February 15th, 
inspecting steel tubing here, left this station March 14th for similar temporary 
guty at the Rockwell Air Depot. we 

On the evening of March 17th, the Duncan Field Civilian Club gave a Saint 
patrick's Day Dance, which proved a most enjoyable occasion for a large number 
of the civilians of this Post and their guests. otwithstanding the near avail- 
ability of a wheelbarrow full of "Irish confetti", no casualties were reported. 





Third Attack Groun, Fort Crockett, Texas, March 23rd. 


The care-taking detachment of the Coast Artillery establishment of Fort 
Crockett, consisting of a detachment of Battery "G", 13th Coast Artillery, under 
the command of Ist Lieut. T.W. Munford, C.A.C., fired five rounds from No. 1 
ten-inch gun of Battery Wade Hampden, Fort Crockett, on March 13th. Several 
officers and civilian renresentatives of the 8th Corns Area Ordnance Office wit- 
nessed the firing. Inasmich as there is only one Coast Artillery officer on duty 
at this station, it was necessary to loan to the Coast Artillery ono Air Corps 
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Officer to act as safety officer for the firing. As a result an officer nilot 
was assigned to the mission and acted as safety officer from the air, using the 
Loening Amphibian assi¢ned to this station. By means of the safety officer act- 
ing in dual capacity, the range was kept clear, two boats were hurried off the 
range and report from the officer in charge of firing showed that the practice 
was carried out successfully and that the firing nersonnel denended entirely 
upon the safcty officcr in the air for signals to fire. 

The first of the Curtiss A-3 airmlanes was delivered to the Attack Grovp on 
March <Oth by Lieut. Howard M. Turner. Tro more A-3 Attack airplanes are enrvate 
to Galveston, piloted by Major Frank D. Lackland and Lieut. G.C. McGinley. Three 
more A#3's are exnectod to be delivered by the end of March. 

On March 2nd, nine pilots of the ¢rd Attack Group, flying in a 9-ylane for- 
mation, held a rendezvous near Houston, Texas, and narticivated in the formal 
dedication of the Houston Municipal Airport. Several of the pilots remained 
over night to attend a dinner dance and other entertainments given by civic or- 
ganizations of Houston for visiting Air corps officers. 

ist Lieut. J.F. McBlain reported for duty March 7th and was assigned to the 
8th Attack Squadron. 

Captain Horace N. Heisen reported for duty on March 17th. 

lst Lieut. J.J. O'Connell reported for duty on March 20th and was assigned 
to the 90th Attack Squadron. 

Ground training for comaissioned personnel during the past 15 days consist- 
ed of the followin; lectures: 

Pilots Conbinei Air Tactics ty Lieut. S.R. Harris, Jr. 

Use ox Foderal Troops in Civil Disturbances, by Lt. George E. MacNair. 

Powers, Limitations and Technique of Infantry, by Lieut. W.W. Gross. 

powers, ett and Technique of Field Artillery, dy Lt. E.C. Robbins. 

Powers Limitations and Technique of Coast Artillery anc Anti-Aircraft 
Defense, by Lieut. 7 v. Munford. 

Officers Courts Martial, by Lieut. E.E. Wood. 

Ground instruction for botn commissioned and enlisted nersonnel consisted 
of Infantry Drill for a »eriod of thirty mimtes each Yeanesday morning, with 
jhe excention of March 7th, at which time, on account of rain, a school on 
Military Courtesy was held at the resnective organizations, conducted by th 
officer personnel for the benefit of all. Instructions for both commissioned anc 
enlistcd personnel,as required in the performance of their duties in the unit, 
was given, snecial attention being paid to the pronaration of the unit for field 
serv ice. 

Aerial training consisted of formation flying training, Cross-country flying 
training, attack missions, and record firing. 


---000--- 
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To be a truly representative Air Corps puvlication, every Air Corps field 
and station should send in contributions to the Mews Letter regarcing its acti- 
vities. Information Officers at all Air Corps stations are remicsted to co- 
Operate and to send in contributions to the News Letter on the lst and 15th of 
each month. This will aid materially in mudlishing the News Letter with 
more regularity. 
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